
WINES OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 2023 VINTAGE REPORT

2023 
VINTAGE 
REPORT



WINES OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 2023 VINTAGE REPORT

SUMMARY

The unpredictable and extreme weather that grape 
growers are facing across the world again left its 
mark on the 2023 vintage in British Columbia. 
Temperatures in the winter of 2022-2023 dropped 
to unprecedented levels, not seen for many 
decades. Temperatures dropped as low as -30°C 
�R�Q���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U���������L�Q���V�R�P�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q�V���F�D�X�V�L�Q�J���V�L�J�Q�L�o�F�D�Q�W��
bud damage, vine top loss and, in some cases, vine 
death. Estimates were that the overall BC wine grape 
crop would be down 56% with 22% of the vines 
needing to be replanted. Some areas were hit more 
�V�L�J�Q�L�o�F�D�Q�W�O�\���Z�L�W�K�������������������F�U�R�S���O�R�V�V���Z�K�L�O�H���R�W�K�H�U�V����
often close to the moderating effect of the lakes, saw 
little to no bud damage.

After unparalleled cold, the weather extremes then 
shifted again. The vines were a little slow to start in 
the spring, with budbreak delayed in most areas, but 
then 2023 turned to unmatched heat that resulted 
in every interior wine region recording its highest 
Growing Degree Days (GDD) on record. The small 
harvest took place in perfect, warm, fall conditions 
�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���U�H�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J���J�U�D�S�H�V���U�L�S�H���L�Q���p�D�Y�R�X�U��
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OKANAGAN 
VALLEY

OKANAGAN VALLEY

The 2023 vintage in the Okanagan Valley continued the trend of unpredictable and 
extreme weather patterns. The year started off with a winter that was not kind 
to growers in this region. One particularly devastating cold winter night in late 
December sent temperatures to as cold as -30°C in some areas of the valley doing 
�V�L�J�Q�L�o�F�D�Q�W���G�D�P�D�J�H���W�R���E�X�G�V�����N�L�O�O�L�Q�J���V�R�P�H���Y�L�Q�H�V�����D�Q�G���F�X�O�P�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���D���V�L�J�Q�L�o�F�D�Q�W�O�\��
�U�H�G�X�F�H�G���F�U�R�S���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���Y�D�O�O�H�\�����6�R�P�H���X�Q�I�R�U�W�X�Q�D�W�H���J�U�R�Z�H�U�V���O�R�V�W�������������R�I���W�K�H�L�U��
2023 crop while others, in pockets that remained warmer, saw little damage.

The spring started off slowly and budbreak was delayed for most producers. Later in 
�W�K�H���V�S�U�L�Q�J���W�K�L�Q�J�V���Z�D�U�P�H�G���X�S���T�X�L�F�N�O�\�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���Y�L�Q�H�V���F�D�X�J�K�W���X�S���U�D�S�L�G�O�\���Z�L�W�K���p�R�Z�H�U�L�Q�J��
occurring at a normal time, or even early for many vineyards, particularly those with a 
reduced crop due to the winter damage.

The hot weather then didn’t stop and continued into the summer and combined with 
little rainfall during the growing season, the vines growth cycle advanced rapidly. 
Veraison was ahead of normal and then the combination of a small crop, warm 
weather, no heat spikes to temporarily shut down growth, and dry conditions meant 
ripening continued at a quick pace. 

�:�L�O�G�o�U�H�V���Z�H�U�H���D�J�D�L�Q���D���S�U�R�P�L�Q�H�Q�W���Q�H�Z�V���V�W�R�U�\���D�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���Z�L�Q�G���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�V���D�Q�G���G�X�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I��
smoke exposure were varied, and producers were split as to whether they expected 
any smoke impact in the wines. 

Harvest was completed early under warm, sunny, fall conditions with high sugar 
�O�H�Y�H�O�V�����P�R�G�H�U�D�W�H���D�F�L�G�V�����U�L�S�H���W�D�Q�Q�L�Q�V���D�Q�G���J�R�R�G���p�D�Y�R�X�U���L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�W�\���L�Q���W�K�H���J�U�D�S�H�V�����<�L�H�O�G�V����
overall, were down more than 50% across the region.

Accumulated GDD across all Okanagan Valley sub-regions broke records. 
�6�X�P�P�H�U�O�D�Q�G���q���������� 
�:�H�V�W���.�H�O�R�Z�Q�D���q���������� 
�1�D�U�D�P�D�W�D���%�H�Q�F�K���q���������� 
�2�N�D�Q�D�J�D�Q���)�D�O�O�V���q���������� 
�*�R�O�G�H�Q���0�L�O�H�������������� 
�2�V�R�\�R�R�V��������������
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SIMILKAMEEN VALLEY

The Similkameen Valley also experienced the cold winter snap in December of 2022 
�W�K�D�W���F�D�X�V�H�G���V�L�J�Q�L�o�F�D�Q�W���\�L�H�O�G���O�R�V�V���W�R���V�R�P�H���Y�L�Q�H�\�D�U�G�V�����7�K�H���K�R�W�����G�U�\���Z�H�D�W�K�H�U���D�I�W�H�U���D�Q��
�L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�O�\���G�H�O�D�\�H�G���E�X�G�E�U�H�D�N���V�D�Z���p�R�Z�H�U�L�Q�J�����Y�H�U�D�L�V�R�Q���D�Q�G���K�D�U�Y�H�V�W���D�O�O���D�K�H�D�G���R�I���V�F�K�H�G�X�O�H����
Picking conditions were ideal with warm, sunny weather into October allowing grapes 
to be picked at optimum ripeness. Overall the yield was very low due to the winter 
bud damage but quality was high. Fruit concentration was high with ripe, intensely 
�p�D�Y�R�X�U�H�G���J�U�D�S�H�V��

�*�'�'���Z�D�V�������������I�U�R�P���W�K�H���&�D�Z�V�W�R�Q���6�W�D�W�L�R�Q��

THOMPSON VALLEY

The Thompson Valley experienced a similar vintage to the other interior BC wine 
regions. The Thompson Valley also saw similar issues with cold temperatures in 
�'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�������������W�K�D�W���F�D�X�V�H�G���E�X�G���N�L�O�O���U�H�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���V�L�J�Q�L�o�F�D�Q�W���F�U�R�S���O�R�V�V�����+�\�E�U�L�G���Y�D�U�L�H�W�L�H�V��
and buried or geotextile covered vinifera vines fared better but still showed some 
damage from the extreme temperatures. The growing season that followed was dry 
�D�Q�G���K�R�W���Z�L�W�K���H�D�U�O�\���p�R�Z�H�U�L�Q�J�����Y�H�U�D�L�V�R�Q���D�Q�G���K�D�U�Y�H�V�W���G�D�W�H�V����

�*�'�'���Z�D�V���������������I�D�U���D�E�R�Y�H���U�H�F�R�U�G���W�K�H���U�H�F�R�U�G���K�L�J�K���R�I�������������L�Q������������

SIMILKAMEEN 
VALLEY

THOMPSON 
VALLEY
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LILLOOET KOOTENAYS

LILLOOET

�/�L�O�O�R�R�H�W���D�O�V�R���V�D�Z���D���K�R�W�����G�U�\���Y�L�Q�W�D�J�H���Z�L�W�K���D���V�P�D�O�O���F�U�R�S���G�X�H���W�R���V�L�J�Q�L�o�F�D�Q�W���E�X�G���G�D�P�D�J�H��
from the December freeze. Budbreak was initially delayed, but then temperatures 
�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���U�D�S�L�G�O�\���D�Q�G���W�K�H���K�R�W�����G�U�\���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���V�D�Z���p�R�Z�H�U�L�Q�J�����Y�H�U�D�L�V�R�Q���D�Q�G���K�D�U�Y�H�V�W��
at normal levels for this warm region. As records were broken in all interior regions, 
�/�L�O�O�R�R�H�W���W�R�R���U�H�F�R�U�G�H�G���L�W�V���K�L�J�K�H�V�W���*�'�'���H�Y�H�U�����E�X�W���Q�R�W���V�L�J�Q�L�o�F�D�Q�W�O�\���K�R�W�W�H�U���W�K�D�Q���Y�L�Q�W�D�J�H�V��
�V�X�F�K���D�V�������������D�Q�G������������

�*�'�'���Z�D�V���������������E�H�D�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H�������������U�H�F�R�U�G���R�I������������

KOOTENAYS

The Kootenays region didn’t experience temperatures as cold as other interior wine 
regions although it was still cold enough to cause bud damage that reduced the crop 
by around 50%. The season started off quickly with an early budbreak and then 
followed with hot, dry weather resulting in advanced dates for all growth stages of 
�W�K�H���Y�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���D�Q���H�D�U�O�\���K�D�U�Y�H�V�W���V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J���U�L�S�H���p�D�Y�R�X�U�V���L�Q���D�O�O���Y�D�U�L�H�W�L�H�V����

�*�'�'���L�Q���&�U�H�V�W�R�Q���Z�D�V���������������P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q�����������*�'�'���D�E�R�Y�H���W�K�H���K�R�W�W�H�V�W���\�H�D�U�V���R�I�������������D�Q�G������������
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SHUSWAP

SHUSWAP

The northern latitude of the Shuswap contributed to winter temperatures hitting 
�������Ê�&���D�Q�G���F�D�X�V�L�Q�J���V�L�J�Q�L�o�F�D�Q�W���E�X�G���G�D�P�D�J�H�����W�U�X�Q�N���G�D�P�D�J�H���D�Q�G���V�R�P�H���Y�L�Q�H���O�R�V�V����
�O�R�Z�H�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�U�R�S���V�L�J�Q�L�o�F�D�Q�W�O�\�����/�L�N�H���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���L�Q�W�H�U�L�R�U���U�H�J�L�R�Q�V�����D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���F�R�O�G��
winter, the spring, summer, and fall were very warm resulting in advanced growth 
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���V�H�D�V�R�Q���D�Q�G���D�Q���H�D�U�O�\���K�D�U�Y�H�V�W���R�I���I�U�X�L�W���Z�L�W�K���K�L�J�K�H�U���E�U�L�[���D�Q�G���U�L�S�H���p�D�Y�R�X�U�V����

�*�'�'���L�Q���6�D�O�P�R�Q���$�U�P���Z�D�V�����������������������D�E�R�Y�H���W�K�H���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���K�L�J�K���V�H�W���L�Q������������
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FRASER 
VALLEY

VANCOUVER 
ISLAND

FRASER VALLEY

�$�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V�����W�K�H���S�U�R�[�L�P�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���)�U�D�V�H�U���9�D�O�O�H�\���W�R���W�K�H���P�R�G�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���L�Q�p�X�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�D�V�W��
gives vastly different growing conditions than experienced in the interior. The winter 
was mild with no winter bud damage and the growing season that followed didn’t 
show the same heat as the interior. In the end, GDD for 2023 was similar to the 
long-term average of the region. The vintage started off at a steady pace with normal 
�W�R���O�D�W�H���E�X�G�E�U�H�D�N���D�Q�G���p�R�Z�H�U�L�Q�J���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���E�H�I�R�U�H���Z�D�U�P�H�U�����G�U�\���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���V�W�D�U�W�H�G���D�Q�G��
�Y�H�U�D�L�V�R�Q���D�Q�G���K�D�U�Y�H�V�W���H�Q�G�H�G���X�S���H�D�U�O�\�����7�K�H���U�H�V�X�O�W���Z�D�V���J�U�D�S�H�V���Z�L�W�K���U�L�S�H�U���p�D�Y�R�X�U�V���W�K�D�Q��
typical for the region. 

�*�'�'���D�W���/�D�Q�J�O�H�\���&�H�Q�W�U�D�O���Z�D�V�������������F�O�R�V�H���W�R���D�Y�H�U�D�J�H��

VANCOUVER ISLAND

Vancouver Island had an excellent vintage in 2023. The Island was hit with a cold snap 
and unseasonably cold temperatures in the winter, but the moderating effects of the 
coast avoided any damage to the vines. Budbreak was reported as normal to late but 
temperatures then began to increase in the spring with warmer than normal conditions 
�U�H�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���p�R�Z�H�U�L�Q�J���W�D�N�L�Q�J���S�O�D�F�H���H�D�U�O�L�H�U�����R�U���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���W�R���Q�R�U�P�D�O���W�L�P�L�Q�J�����5�D�L�Q�I�D�O�O���Y�D�U�L�H�G��
by location through the spring but by summer, all producers reported above average 
�W�H�P�S�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�V���D�Q�G���V�L�J�Q�L�o�F�D�Q�W�O�\���O�H�V�V���U�D�L�Q�I�D�O�O���W�K�D�Q���Q�R�U�P�D�O���P�D�N�L�Q�J���I�R�U���L�G�H�D�O���U�L�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V��
and lower disease pressure. As a result, veraison was ahead of schedule and the grapes 
�H�Q�G�H�G���X�S���F�R�P�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�R���W�K�H���Z�L�Q�H�U�L�H�V���D�W���K�L�J�K�H�U���V�X�J�D�U���O�H�Y�H�O�V���W�K�D�Q���L�Q���D���W�\�S�L�F�D�O���\�H�D�U�����<�L�H�O�G�V���Z�H�U�H��
close to average overall with very high quality reported, Pinot Noir the standout variety.

�*�'�'���Z�D�V�������������D�W���1�R�U�W�K���&�R�Z�L�F�K�D�Q�����F�O�R�V�H���W�R���W�K�H���U�H�F�R�U�G���R�I�������������L�Q������������
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GULF 
ISLANDS ICEWINE

GULF ISLANDS

The Gulf Islands experienced similar conditions to those on Vancouver Island. A 
temperate spring, warm, dry summer with lower disease pressure and good ripening 
conditions led to high quality grapes, Pinot Noir being the standout. 

�*�'�'���D�W���6�D�W�X�U�Q�D���,�V�O�D�Q�G���Z�D�V���������������V�L�P�L�O�D�U���W�R���P�D�Q�\���P�R�G�H�U�D�W�H���W�R���Z�D�U�P���Y�L�Q�W�D�J�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H��
Islands.

BC ICEWINE

Only three wineries ended up harvesting grapes as Icewine for the 2023 vintage, the 
�������W�R�Q�Q�H�V���W�K�H���O�R�Z�H�V�W���F�U�R�S���R�Q���U�H�F�R�U�G�����,�F�H�Z�L�Q�H���I�U�R�P�������������Z�L�O�O���E�H���D���U�D�U�H���o�Q�G�����+�D�U�Y�H�V�W��
�W�R�R�N���S�O�D�F�H���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\�����������������������������D�W���W�H�P�S�H�U�D�W�X�U�H�V���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�����������W�R���������Ê�&�����7�K�H��
�O�D�U�J�H�V�W���K�D�U�Y�H�V�W���Z�D�V���������W�R�Q�Q�H�V���R�I���(�K�U�H�Q�I�H�O�V�H�U��

LONG TERM AVERAGES:

Long-term Growing Degree Day (GDD) data as referred 
to in the report.

Source Farmwest.com: 
https://farmwest.com/climate/calculators/growing-
degree-days/ 
And Environment Canada. 
�,�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���*�'�'���$�S�U�L�O�������W�R���2�F�W�R�E�H�U���������Z�L�W�K���D���E�D�V�H���R�I�������&��

DIGITAL VERSION:

Find a digital version of 
�W�K�H�������������9�L�Q�W�D�J�H���5�H�S�R�U�W��
at WineBC.com
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“The 2023 vintage really was remarkable in many ways. While our Zweigelt 
in West Kelowna cropped at less than one ton/acre, the ripeness, brix and 
�p�D�Y�R�X�U���Z�D�V���L�Q�F�U�H�G�L�E�O�H�����$�O�O���U�L�S�H���U�D�V�S�E�H�U�U�\���D�Q�G���S�H�S�S�H�U�\���S�X�Q�F�K�\�����7�K�H���V�H�D�V�R�Q��
really crescendoed all at once across the vineyards we manage. Our Cabernet 
�)�U�D�Q�F���L�Q���2�O�L�Y�H�U���K�D�G���J�U�H�D�W���E�D�O�D�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���U�D�W�L�R���R�I���p�H�V�K���W�R���V�N�L�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���O�R�Z�H�U��
yielding vines turning out to be a real pleasure to work with. Sauvignon Blanc 
�I�U�R�P���%�R�X�F�K�H�U�L�H���5�R�D�G���L�Q���:�H�V�W���.�H�O�R�Z�Q�D���Z�D�V���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���V�W�D�Q�G���R�X�W���Y�D�U�L�H�W�\�����7�K�H��
kaleidoscope of tropical fruit was obvious right from the start of fermentation.”

— Ruth King, Kalala Organic Estate Winery, Okanagan Valley

“2023 was one of the most interesting and most challenging harvests I 
have done so far. As a result of the sudden cold winter (Dec. 2022), we 
harvested a smaller crop (33%), which led to an amazing concentration of 
�I�U�X�L�W���p�D�Y�R�X�U�V�����7�K�H���Z�K�L�W�H���Z�L�Q�H�V���D�U�H���V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J���J�U�H�D�W���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���I�X�O�O�Q�H�V�V���R�Q��
palate with delicate aromatics and the reds have phenomenal colour and 
�p�D�Y�R�X�U���F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����\�H�W���W�K�H�\���V�W�L�O�O���V�K�R�Z���H�O�H�J�D�Q�F�H�����$���V�P�D�O�O���E�X�W���J�U�H�D�W���Y�L�Q�W�D�J�H����
�'�H�o�Q�L�W�H�O�\���R�Q�H���W�R���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���y

— Alex Nel, Fort Berens Estate Winery, Lillooet

“We experienced uniquely higher levels of ripening than we’re used to seeing 
�K�H�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���6�K�X�V�Z�D�S�����2�X�U���6�L�H�J�H�U�U�H�E�H���L�V���V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J���V�R�P�H���E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O���p�D�Y�R�X�U�V���Z�L�W�K��
particularly intense aromatics, whilst our Foch is a lot bolder than your average 
�Y�L�Q�W�D�J�H���y

— James Clark, Sunnybrae Vineyards & Winery, Shuswap

“In the wake of the 2023 growing season, Vancouver Island’s grape growers 
and vintners found themselves celebrating a triumph of nature’s bounty. With 
�P�L�Q�L�P�D�O���L�I���D�Q�\���Z�L�Q�W�H�U���G�D�P�D�J�H���W�K�D�Q�N�V���W�R���W�K�H���P�R�G�H�U�D�W�L�Q�J���L�Q�p�X�H�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�D�V�W����
followed by one of the driest springs and summers on record, disease pressure 
remained low and quality soared.”

— Kalem Magny, 40 Knots Winery, Vancouver Island

“We had a bumper crop from our Thompson Valley vineyards. Quality was 
generally good though it was a rush to get everything off before sugars 
skyrocketed in the warm weather. Acids maintained surprisingly well given the 
heat, so there’s a bit more freshness than I would have expected from such 
a hot year. Cabernet Franc in particular seems to be showing pretty well with 
great structure.”

— Galen Barnhardt, Monte Creek Winery, Thompson Valley

“The 2023 growing season in Creston was off to an early, although this is not 
abnormal for the area, the growth that followed progressed extremely quickly. 
A warm summer reduced the number of shoots and resulted in a small crop. 
�7�K�H���U�H�V�X�O�W�L�Q�J���Z�K�L�W�H���Z�L�Q�H�V���Z�H�U�H���K�L�J�K�H�U���L�Q���D�O�F�R�K�R�O���D�Q�G���Y�H�U�\���p�D�Y�R�X�U�I�X�O���Z�L�W�K���O�R�W�V���R�I��
tropical notes. Pinot Noir, our only red variety, was light in crop but had great 
aromatics and developed plenty of tannins to work with.”

— Wes Johnson, Baillie-Grohman Estate Winery, Kootenays
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