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WINES OF
BRITISH COLUMBIA

Vintage 2024 Relief and Support Crafted in BC Wines

In response to the July 25, 2024, government announcement allowing temporary relief for BC wineries
to use out-of-province grapes for the 2024 vintage, Wine Growers British Columbia (WGBC) has
developed the following messaging map. This tool ensures consistent, clear, and concise
communication in support of the the Vintage 2024 Relief and Support Replacement Wine Task Group
Recommendations, while addressing the realities of the 2024 vintage and the introduction of 2024

Crafted in BC wine to the market.

Supporting Message 1

Proof Point 1.1

Proof Point 1.2

The BC wine industry has faced
many challenges over the past
few years, most recently the
severe freeze incidents in late
2022 and early 2024 causing
significant crop loss in both the
2023 and 2024 vintages. First
and foremost, we are
winegrowers and as many
small, family-run businesses,
these losses have been hard.

A few interior vineyards dodged
the cold and will produce a
small, quality crop from the
2024 vintage, but most
vineyards in the interior were
affected and as a result won't
produce a crop at all in 2024.
Luckily, the maritime climate at
the coast meant Vancouver
Island, Gulf Islands and the
Fraser Valley went unharmed
and will produce a healthy crop.

Fortunately, with an estimated
14-18% vine death from the
2024 freeze, there are many
resilient vines growing strongly
and pushing new trunks or
shoots and setting themselves
up to be ready to produce a
crop again in 2025.

Supporting Message 2

Proof Point 2.1

Proof Point 2.2

No grapes in 2024 means no
wine and therefore no income
from that vintage for many
wineries. With support from
government and our amazing
wine community, these
challenges have been met with
tremendous ingenuity from BC
wineries working together to
save jobs and maintain the
vitality of the BC wine industry.

An interim solution for one
year that allows wineries to
bring in grapes or juice from
other places outside of British
Columbia — Washington,
Oregon, Ontario for example —
has been reached. Thisis a
one-off, with just enough wine
being made to keep the doors
open and employees employed
until we get the vines back on
track for 2025.

Winemakers are excited to
have this one-time challenge
and a chance to work with
grapes from a different climate
and terroir and will be
committed to crafting the same
high-quality wine they are
known for. These Crafted in BC
wines will be clearly labelled as
to where they are from and will
not be blended with or labelled
as being BC wine.

Supporting Message 3

Proof Point 3.1

Proof Point 3.2

Sometimes being forced to
reset is a good thing. Those
growers that were unfortunate
and did lose their vines have
been given the opportunity to

Luckily wineries still have lots
of wine to selll There is a
misconception that there is no
BC wine for sale. There is
plenty of wine from vintages

So, while yields will be down
for a few years until new
plantings come into production
over the next 2-3 years, there
will be a good quantity of BC
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rethink everything. What to 2018-2023 still out there and wine made in 2025 and

plant, where and how to farm still to be released over the beyond.
are all being re-evaluated as next few years. Most wines

growers reestablish their take 1-2 years to make and

vineyards to be even more then many will be aged in

resilient for the future. bottle for a couple of years

before being released so there
is no need to panic. BC
wineries still have lots of wine.
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